T have just returned froma three-week job in Winnipeg, where I met 
a person who could be another strong character in "White Crows and 
Ravens". He was recommended by Susan Santiago of the Canada-Russia 


Business Council in Toronto. 


His name is Harry Giesbrecht Sr. He is a Mennonite, born in 
Ukraine in 1928. Movea to Germany in 1942. Studied engineering at 
Karlsruhe University. Moved to Winnipeg in 1948. Worked in a 
sausage factory until he learned English well enough to get an 
engineering job with a construction company. 


In 1967, he borrowed $15,000 ana founded Central Canadian 
Structures. Today, there are 52 people working at the head office 
in Winnipeg, and another 250 in offices throughout the praires, and 
around the world-~-China, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Macedonia, Rumania, 
Ukraine and Russia. 


In St. Petersburg, he 4s building a hotel called the Okhtinskaya. 
He re-invests his profits in Russia, and helps feed the poor 
through contributions to the Academy of Science in St. Petersburg. 
He considers himself a friend of Mayor Sobchuk and Gorbachev. He 
has been their adviser on foreign investment at meetings of the Big 
Seven in London, Vancouver and Tokyo. 


He is a very affable character, with a dimpled chin, and with a 
command of five languages, but he has the strapping build of a 
frontier pioneer. He is a big supporter of Boys Clubs, and an 
experienced public speaker, and he is ready to collaborate fully in 
the making of any film about St. Petersburg. He is there almost 
every month. 


The name of his company there is Lengatour, the manager of which is* 


Greg Volkovich, tel. 812-351-0787. 


The name of his contact at the Academy of Science is Alex Fursenko, 
tel. 812-218-4202, fax 218-4172. 


Martin Duckworth 
30 January, 1955 
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